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Tools for small farms turn into big business

arth Tools owner sees passion for local farming catch on throughout the nation

BY KEREN HENDERSON
KHENDERSON@STATE-JOUR

OWENTON - Don't get Jo-
el Dufourstarted on the tools
sold at typical home and gar-
den stores.

“They just gall me!” he
says. “They are inefficient
and designed to wear out so
you have to buy a new one ev
ery couple of years.”

Dufour, 42, owner of Earth
Tools - a European small
scale farming equipment
distributor on Kays Branch
Road, is passionate about
supplying farmers and gar
deners with quality tools.

He's seen his passion for
local farming, which was

first cultivated on his par-
ents' farm in Southern Indi-
ana, catch on throughout the
nation.

Though Earth Tool
doesn't advertise, business i
booming. Sales—now $3 mil-
lion annually — are growing
about 20 percent each year.

“What's happeningisthat
we are on the cutting edge
of a national mevement for
people getting much more
interested in locally grown
food, farmers markets and
community supported agri- Earth Tools owner Joel Dufour poses with a model of a walk-behind tracto
culture,” he says .

“It’s all serendipity - me
being here arthis time. I got EARTH TOOLS
into it because [ liked it, and, =m0 e
I'm an organic farmer and I Location: 1525 Kays Branch
valued it. [twasn'tsome bold  Boad, Owentien
marketing move.” Phone: 502-484-3988

Earth Tools, which spe-  Website:
cializes in Iralian walk-be-  Www earthtoolsbes.com
hind tractors, is the largest = = A 5
dealership in North Ameri-
ca, offering 25 tractor options  pe a phone call,” Dufour says.
with 42 implements and 60" “ag inefficient as it is, | want
i you to connect with a warm
humanveice,”

: ‘What's happening
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is that we are on the
cutting edge of a
national movement
for people getting
much more interested
in locally-grown food,
farmers markets and
community supported
agriculture. It's all
serendipity - me
being here at this
time. [ got into it
because I liked it, and
I'm an organic farmer
and I valued it.”

JOEL DUFOUR

18, he was general service
manager for all equipment

chanics,
ofhis brothers.
Though the shop sold
e L several products, Joel Du-
DYLAN BUELU/DBUELL@STATE JOURNALCOM  four says he always gravi-
r, his flagship product built for owners of smaller farms. tated toward the walk-be-
hind tractor line, and with
his dad's blessing, he started
Earth Tools &Goods in 1993,
He sold two-wheel tractors
and other European garden
tools in a shop just 7 miles
from the family farm. Short-
ly after, however, he met the
weman, who would con-
vince him to move his life
andbusiness to Kentucky,
Chris Schimmoeller, one
of Frankfort's leading en-
vironmental activists, and
Dufour married in 1997 and
moved to her family's Frank-

) nry land, where they
; know little about ::ui?nm the grid,”
in Europe, tractors, he wants his staff to meaning m&mm

no running water, They still
live in the same home with
their two daughters, Natalie,
8, and Sophie, 5.

Dufour’s Kentucky Earth
Tools started outin a 16-foot

make sure the best possible

the two-wheel tractor is on-
tractor is ordered for each situ-

Iy known by a niche group
in the U.S. The machines of- ation.

fer a full range of soil-work- —“T want my staff to talk to
ing, mowing, snow removal, you about your needs, your ter-
ort and other items at rain and what you want to do
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a E'OMPIOWE‘I than four-wheel on your farm,” he said. “I want Solar panels were by 24-foot shed S
tractors. people making educated dost: installed onto one of from recycled barn lum-
v sions. It takes over an hour of Earth Togls’ building in  ber — humble beginnings

2011, partof an for a business that now has
12 employees and 14,000
square feet of facilities, in-
cluding a main building
powered by asolar roof.

He doesn't add on un-
til he has the funds, Dufour
says, adding that everything

: L
“In the-U.S. there’s no : ox an ho
void for mi- phone time togetit ll::gt:lt,’

£ 5 Wi e little With garden tools, he says,
farmers who have i , he says,
¢ “:)u b land that it's simply it's different. Na;mmhhd.s;\ﬁ.d
e:lcgsle[l'ec'Ti»'etuiuv(-sr in sion needs to gointow at ki

n : € :

i heel equipment: Du- ofhoeyouwant. e
g Dufour says his emphasi:

fea. Dufour has been on quality tools comes from

ongoing effart to
be enviranmentally
friendly

ing to fill the

Because e is inoing. One of seven .
selling and servicing walk-  his upl{rlng:rfg farmisaised grad George, who likes a4 Earth PR tand
behind tractors since 1977, h_omesuhuusncn-]y e b ik hinesiah | SaldR Toals is bough
he has developed nationally- kids, }:h\:l; g with the fam- the “shipping troll, “ljustnever expected itto
recognized expertise. Sales SEHCE T B uthern Ind- | manages the process  getthis big” Dufour admits.
bé;gn to spike when the ily busfnes;‘;n\.ricm; formerly | of getting tools to “Iimagined making a small
launched its web-  ana. His dad, VIES Lt e | the customers. living, growinga big garden,
g he head of the psy ogy de > B o This
site ;i ¢ at Northeastern Uni- and living off the grid.
e ?“'!mﬂ-n“m them to the . lad a soall) equip:  quickly learnid the busi- wasi't loUHg plans; it just
ntr their ~rest to 1ESHAUTE or Dufour mentshop, and Joel Dufour  ness. By the time he turned  happened. 1
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